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Applicant(s) 
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Period for RepiT"" 6 ^ °' ^ Communication a PP ears °" the cover s heet with the correspondence address ~ 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " { ) M 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on 



2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 C D 1 453 OG 21 3 

Disposition of Claims ' 

4) S Claim(s) 7^6 is/are pending in the application. 
4a)Oftheaboveclaim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

Q)M Claim(s) 1^6 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a) 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)Q disapproved by the Examine, 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 13)13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (0. 
a)E3AII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

• 2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

15) G Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

1) H Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) Q |n(ervjew Summa 

3 H -nf r °TT 0r) 'l Paten ' DraWin9 R6VieW (PT °- 948) 5 > D Notice of " 1formal P-hrt App cation (PTO-1^~ ' 

3) U Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) □ Other: 1 ' 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122rW hu 
another filed ,n the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent wl5 a S* 

2. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sung et 
al. (US 6509920 B1). 

Sung et al. disclose the following claimed limitations: 

* regarding claim 1 , a method (disclosed by the operation of the apparatus) for 
generating a watermark/printing of color dyes/ on a photo picture/object, receiver/ using 
a thermal printer (Abstract, col 2, lines 54-67); 

* the thermal printer comprising a thermal printhead/74/ for heating an ink 
ribbon/42, and generating an image through the ink ribbon on a photo picture/receiver/ 
(col 2, lines 54-67); 

* the ink ribbon comprising a plurality of sequentially arranged color frames, each 
color frame comprising a plurality of dye frames with different color dyes and a dye 
frame with overcoating (col 2,lines 54-62, col 6, lines 1-8, figs 2 & 6); 
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* the method comprising: using the thermal printhead to heat a color frame with a 
Plurality of different color dyes and to sublimate the color dyes on a photo picture (col 2, 
lines 54-62, col 6 1-8, figs 2 & 6) 

* using the thermal printhead to heat the dye frame with the overcoating and to 
heat a different area on the dye frame by two distinct time periods (col 2, lines 54-62, 
col 6, lines 1 -8, figs 2 & 6) /each co.or frame and the overcoating frame of the ink ribbon 
is recorded upon at different/distinct/ time periods. The color and the overcoating 
frames are moved at different/distinct/ times for printing./. 

* regarding claim 2 ; wherein each color frame storing yellow, magenta, and cyan 
dye; the recited structure limitations does not manipulate the method steps recited in 
claim 1 . Therefore they do not further define the method of claim 1 . 

* regarding claim 3; wherein the thermal printer further comprises a winding 

: mechanism for driving the ink ribbon to generate a shift between the thermal printhead 
and the ink ribbon; the recited structure limitations does not manipulate the method 
steps recited in claim 1 ; therefore they do not further define the method of claim 1 . 

* regarding claim 4; wherein the thermal printhead is capable of heating different 
areas on each dye frame stored with different color dyes by a plurality of different time 
periods, so as to print an image on a photo picture; the recited structure limitations does 
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,. not manipulate the method steps recited in claim 1 ; therefore they do not further define 
the method of claim 1 . 

* regarding claim 5; wherein the thermal printhead is capable of heating different 
areas on a dye frame stored with overcoating by two distinct time periods, so as to print 
an image-shaped overcoating on a photo picture; the recited structure limitations does 
not manipulate the method steps recited in claim 1 ; therefore they do not further define 
the method of claim 1. 

* regarding claim 6; wherein the thermal printer further comprises a controller for 
adjusting a heating time period for the thermal printhead to heat different areas on each 
color frame; the recited structure limitations does not manipulate the method steps 
recited in claim 1 ; therefore they do not further define the method of claim 1 . 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Katsuda et al. (US 6, 1 30,698) disclose a heat transfer printer 
' which produces an image on a sheet by heating an ink member wherein there is a 
region for insulating heat produced within the overcoat material transfer region. 
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Communication With The USPTO 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to K. Feggins whose telephone number is 703-306-4548. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, B. Fuller can be reached on 703-308-0079. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7722 for 
regular communications and 703-872-931 8 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0956. 
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